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REVIEWS. 


work may prove to the general reader, for the special student of medical 
jurisprudence it is not sufficiently full, the literature of the subject being 
but r&rely referred to, while to the expert, medical or legal, actively en¬ 
gaged in the practice of their professions the work, even if never com¬ 
pleted, is too voluminous. HOC 


Dose book and Manual of PEEScntpnoN-WBrriNG. By E. Q. Thobn- 
ton, M.D., Ph.G., Demonstrator of Therapeutics in the Jeflerwra Medical 
College of Philadelphia; Acting Assistant Surgeon in the United States 
Marine Hospital Service. Pp. vii. 334. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders. 
1895. 

. Th e book is an excellent presentation of a subject which is usually 
imperfectly taught in the schools if we may take as evidence the pre¬ 
scriptions found in the journals and reports of society proceedings. In 
the first part the weights and measures, both English and metric, and 
the methods of conversion from one to the other system are clearly set 
forth arid well within the comprehension of the average medical student. 
Prescription-writing proper occupies the second part. We heartily in¬ 
dorse the arguments for the use of Latin, and believe that the grammar, 
vocabulary, and general directions will be found to be ample for the 
acquisition of correct phraseology. The subject of incompatibility is 
illustrated by excellent examples; antipyrin might have been added to 
the list of substances mentioned. 

Finally, the table of solubilities will be of frequent use, especially to 
the younger practitioner. The third part takes up the official prepara¬ 
tions and methods of prescribing. The preparations are classified as 
aceta, tinctune, vina, etc., the doses given in both apothecary’s and the 
metric Bystems, and illustrative prescriptions appended. The question 
of dosage and methods of administration receives attention in the fourth 
part, which closes with an extended list of official and officinal drugs 
and preparations, alphabetically arranged, and under each heading the 
substance is defined, its dose given, its preparations named, and occasion¬ 
ally remarks on its preparations or use. 

In the appendix are to be found questions intended to test the knowl- 
edge of the student, and their answers. We have carefully examined 
this book and have found it to be singularly accurate, complete, and well 
adapted to the use of the student and junior practitioner. Of especial 
value we would note the insistence and example of the author in the 
avoidance of all abbreviations and the substantiation of his claim that 
this book is based upon the Pharmacopoeia of 1890. R. W. W. 
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Antitoxin and Nepheitib. 

De. Lennox Browne reports that a further experience in the use of this 
remedy has resulted in six deaths out of a total of eight cases treated, all due 
to inflammation of the kidneys. This is in confirmation of the testimony or 
Benda, who found, on the necropsy of thirty-nine subjects dying under the 
antitoxin treatment, nephritis in thirty-three cases; of these, eight were of a 
severe grade. From an analysis of one thousand consecutive cases of diph¬ 
theria, death, under the usual treatment, resulted from unemia in only two 
and seven-tenths per cent, the total mortality being at the rate of twenty- 
seven and four-tenths per cent. It is clear that if we are to get at the truth 
of the results of the antitoxin treatment a necropsy should be made on every 
case dying under it, that we may learn the exact cause of death in each 
instance of fatal issue .—Medical Press, 1895, No. 2905, p. 51. 


Diphtheria ; Relapses after Treatment by Behbinq’s Antitoxin. 

Dr. Carl Goebel calls attention to the three hitherto-reported cases; 
one, that of Kossel, which died on the day of the relapse, four weeks niter 
the first attack, of gaagrenous diphtheria; the amount of serum which was 
used is not stated. The remaining cases received, each, one hundred and 
sixty immunizing units. To these the writer adds two cases. The first re¬ 
ceived fifteen hundred immunizing units. A boy, twenty-five months old, 
was attacked on October 22d, the membrane beiDg found on both tonsils. 
Tracheotomy became necessary one-half hour after the injection, and the 
canula was retained until November 5th, when convalescence was established. 
On December 1st the diphtheric membrane again appeared on tonsils and 
hard and soft palate. On the 18th the condition was as before the relapse. 



